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their original purpose is dangerous for the future of
our country. So religion becomes the basis of
much conflict, the cause of communal trouble, and
the consequennt maintenance of Imperialism in our
midst. To the theory of "Divide and Rule" the
the existence of this element of perpetual conflict
provides the stimulus, and the British tradition
continues because our people are too busy safeguard-
ing petty religious prejudices and attaching too
much importance to the things which have been the
cause of our stagnation. Then it becomes as
Nehru puts it " the enemy of clear thought, for it is
based not only on the acceptance without demur
of certain fixed and unalterable theories and
dogmas, but also on sentiment and emotion
and passion.. . It deliberately or unconsciously
shuts its eyes to reality lest reality may
not fit in with preconceived notions. It is
narrow and intolerant of other opinions and ideas;
it is self-centred and egotistic, it often allows itself
to be exploited by self-seekers and opportunists/'
It is with this aspect of India's attitude to
religion that we of the younger generation want to
have little to do. The result is that orthodox reii-
lious opinion dubs us as atheists, as a disbelieving
generation that marks the decline of the species, as
amoral when not immoral, as ungrateful to God,
man, and our fathers. There is no limit to the
charges that are levelled against us once our lack of
faith in the orthodox beliefs is established. But